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March 29, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Honorable District Judges of  Ellis County and 
 
Honorable Members of the Ellis County Commissioners Court: 
  
As prescribed by Local Government Code Section 114.025 of the State of Texas, the Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report of the government of Ellis County, Texas for the fiscal year ended September 30, 
2011 is hereby submitted.  
 
These basic financial statements are the responsibility of the County’s management. It is my belief that the 
data, as presented, is accurate in all material aspects; that it is presented in a manner to fairly set forth the 
financial position and results of operations of the County; and that all disclosures necessary to enable the 
readers to gain the maximum understanding of the County’s financial affairs have been included. The 
County’s accounting system supports an adequate internal control structure. This structure helps to 
safeguard the County’s assets against loss, theft, or misuse. The accounting system provides reliable 
financial records for preparing financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles. The internal control structure provides reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that the County’s 
assets are safeguarded. The concept of reasonable assurance first recognizes that the cost of a control 
should not exceed the benefits likely to be derived. Secondly, the evaluation of costs and benefits require 
estimates and judgments by management. 
 
GAAP requires that management provide a narrative introduction, overview, and analysis to accompany 
the basic financial statements in the form of a Management’s Discussion and Analysis (MD&A).  This 
letter of transmittal is designed to complement the MD&A and should be read in conjunction with it.  The 
County’s MD&A can be found immediately following the report of the independent auditor.  
 
Profile of the Government 
 
Ellis County is located in north central Texas, 20 miles south of Dallas.  The County provides a full range 
of services authorized by statute.  These services include general governmental services such as recording 
and licensing, maintaining the county and district court systems, maintaining public facilities, ensuring 
public safety, maintaining public health and welfare, aiding conservation and maintaining county roads and 
bridges. The County is a public corporation and political subdivision of the State of Texas, officially 
established by the State legislature on December 20, 1849.  Waxahachie is the county seat and home of the 
historic Ellis County Courthouse built in 1895 and recognized by many as one of the most picturesque 
buildings in the state.   William Hawkins was the first chief justice (county judge).  Judge Oran Milo 
Roberts presided over the first term of the Ellis County district court during the fall of 1850.  The 2010 
estimated population for the County was 149,610.  The general governing body of the County is the elected 
five-member Commissioners Court in accordance with Article, Paragraph 18 of the Texas Constitution.  
Commissioners serve four-year staggered terms, every two years, two are up for election.  The County 
Judge is elected at large to serve a four-year term. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                          I  








































































































































































































































































































